Introduced by Council Members Yarborough, Bishop, Clark, Corrigan, Davis, Fussell, Gaffney, Graham, Holt, Hyde, Jabour, Johnson, M. Jones, W. Jones, Joost, Lee, Redman, Shad, and Webb:

RESOLUTION 2007-1149
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING PROJECT SOS FOR ITS SERVICE TO THE YOUTH OF OUR COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Project SOS (Strengthening Our Students) began in May, 1993, through the efforts of Pam Mullarkey, Ph.D., in one classroom, and it is committed to positively changing today’s youth culture by teaching important life skills to avoid various high-risk behaviors, with the objective being to reduce teen birth rates, sexually transmitted diseases, addictions to drugs and alcohol, suicides, violence, and eating disorders; and


WHEREAS, statistics show that at least one of four sexually active teens has a sexually transmitted disease, that seventy percent of sexually active teens with a sexually transmitted disease do not have symptoms, and that there are over twenty-five forms of sexually transmitted diseases, several of which can be contracted simply through kissing or skin-to-skin contact; and

WHEREAS, Project SOS provides school health programs and mentoring clubs in schools, churches, and juvenile correctional facilities throughout eight counties in northeast Florida, in addition to such outreach efforts as parent newsletters, civic club speakers, neighborhood parenting programs, business lunch and learns, a healthy marriage initiative teaching relationship skills to high-risk young adults, and a media campaign involving television and radio, with over 263,600 student encounters alone having been registered since its inception; and


WHEREAS, over seventy-five percent of teens attending Project SOS programs commit to abstinence from sex until marriage, and follow-up surveys have shown that ninety percent of committed teens kept their commitments eighteen months after attending a program, with a result that teen birthrates in the service area have been reduced by forty-three percent among girls ages fifteen to seventeen; and


WHEREAS, Project SOS encourages healthy lifestyles and choices, teaching teens such skills as respect for self and others, goal setting, refusal techniques, media discernment, developing positive relationships, reporting abuse, molestation, and rape, boundaries, and communication with parents; and

WHEREAS, Project SOS, supported by funding from local, state, and federal sources, has been nationally recognized for its beneficial impact, and its products and services are currently being used internationally as well; and


WHEREAS, the City Council is appreciative of the noble efforts of Project SOS on behalf of the youth and families in our community, and applauds the success that it has demonstrated in these issues of vital importance to all citizens; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City Council does hereby recognize and commend Project SOS for its dedicated and faithful service to the youth of our community.

Section 2.

That the City Council does further thank Project SOS and its leaders for the positive difference made in the lives of so many of our teenagers and their families, wishing for them many more years of productive ministry in our community.

Section 3.

That this resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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